[The new GOÄ and its pitfalls].
The German Medical Association is working out a new fee scale for medical invoicing, which has to be reformed because the contents and the ratings are not up to date. The secretary of state for health in Germany demands that the new draft be coordinated with private insurance companies; as a result, they can influence indirectly the relationship between physicians and their patients. The new specifications will narrow the gap between private and social insurance in Germany. We discuss the consequences for the physician-patient relationship and the implications for the political plans to reform the whole insurance system in Germany.